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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

As the year comes to a close I would like to provide a look at our successes and challenges during the 

second part of the year.  Clearly, a highlight was the Region IV and National Meetings.  This is where our 

individual and collective voices are heard.  Funny, although referred to as the “National” meeting the 

location in Ottawa underscores the “International” scope of the Appraisal Institute and provides an 

opportunity to share ideas and network on an international basis.  The conference was loaded with 

insightful speakers, informative and useful seminars and an open exchange of ideas. 

In early November, the chapter’s regional delegates, Tonia Vailas, Charissa Kwan and I along with Tony 

Marmorale, past LI President and Past Chair of Region IV attended the 4Q Region IV meeting in 

Southbridge, MA.  2016 National AI President Scott Robinson gave a thorough overview on the state of 

AI then fielded an extensive Q&A session on the AI Chapter Financial Policy and the comments and 

suggestions received to date from members regarding the proposed Governance Restructure Project.  

These topics must be addressed for the future success of the AI.  Since member input will be a driving 

force behind their success, please continue to submit comments on the AI website regarding your 

thoughts/concerns about Governance Restructure.  Comments can be left anonymously or with your 

name. 

Our chapter’s Annual Golf Outing was held at Harbor Links Golf Club in Port Washington in June with 

guest speaker Paul Mateyunas of Daniel Gale Sothebys, who gave an in depth look at Long Island’s 

mansions and estates. 

Robert Knakal and John Hageman of Cushman & Wakefield presented a discussion of current and 

realistic real estate trends expected for Long Island at our September meeting. Our October joint 

meeting with the Community Mortgage Bankers hosted Richard DiGeronimo and real estate broker 



Barry Stein discussing the real challenges facing both real estate appraisers and brokers.  In October we 

also held the very successful Mock Trial – Tax Certiorari seminar with the Suffolk County Bar Association 

at Touro Law School featuring appraisers and attorneys in a venue conducive to learning. We offered a 

Drone Seminar, Advanced Land Valuation, AQ15, Business Practices and Ethics and 7 Hour USPAP 

course. We even held a Career Day Workshop presentation at a local middle school. 

As my term as your 2017 President draws to a close, I want to thank the 2017 Officers, Board of 

Directors, Committee Members and Executive Director for their contribution of time and efforts on 

behalf of the chapter.  It is their hard work and professionalism that creates our success year after year. I 

encourage all our members to give our 2018 Chapter activities, educational offerings and events their 

full support. 

Michael Scalia, MAI, AI-GRS 

Long Island Chapter Appraisal Institute President 2017 


